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By Rebecca Lamet
Staff Writer
KENNEBUNK — The Kennebunk
- Kenncbunkport and Wells Water District |
J g drﬂ 10 1ts position as a tax exempt enu-
tv and refusing 1o pay Sanford for tax bills

jDIStHCt defends tax exempt status
|

B

|

{ Lhe District since 2002,
“ Superiniendent of the Water District
%

around $6.500 that have been issued 1o

Norman Labbe said that their refusal to pay
is a matter of principle.

“It is not the particular amount of
money that is the issue,” said Labbe who
explained that in the scheme of things,
$6,500 is not out of their financial reach,
“It's the issue of taxation that is at stake.”

Sanford Town Manager Mark Green has
been working with the Sanford Council on

See District, page 8A
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Continued from page 1A

this issue and they believe that

ecause the Water District does not
serve their town, their quasi-munici-
pal tax exempt status does not carry
to property over the Sanford line

The town and the Water District
are keeping an open dialogue.

“We get along fine with the town
and have worked well with the
Airport Commission,” said Labbe,

The Water District went through the
abatement and appeals process and their
contention has reached - the Superior
Court, although it has not been heard vet

Green said that Sanford has been
cognizant of the importance of main-
taining a healthy watershed even
before the Water District purchased the
property. [n a letter to Labbe, Green
outlined Sanford's reasons for holding
1o the collection of the Water Distnet's
taxes. He found that there are many
instances statewide where water dis-
fricts pay taxes 1 host communities.

"The town of Sanford pays propern
taxes to the Town of Shapleigh for damg
and land Sanford owns,” wrote Green.
“Sanford taxpayers recelve no benefit
from the cost of maintaining tis dam
but we pay our taxes without protest.”

Another example is Kittery, whe
pays taxes to the town of York and
Portland Water District who pays
taxes to the Town of Standish

Labbe itkened the Water District’s
tax cxempt status to that of a non-
profit like the Land for Maine
Future or the Nature Conservancy.

abbe said that in 1921 when the
county charter was written it ¢lari-
fied the water district’s status as @
tax exempt entity stating expheitly
that they should be tax exempt for
e erything they own surroundi ng the

Sranch Brook and Mermniand River

"It makes no sense to pay atax b ? 1

if we are tax exempt,” said Labbe.

For Sanford. the land thar is
owned by the Water District is i
tant because it i within the town's
growth area. A substantial part of
the Anport lies within the Branch
Brook Watershed.” wrote Green

Green further said that Sanford 15
a service center for other surround-
ing towns including Kennebunk,
Kennebunkport and \\ ells.

Lath said that the prospect of
paying the tax bills is not aceeptabie,
“once you crack the door open, ther
Is no going back.”
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